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C rO S S i n g S Zohar lancu, Assia Weisberg

Crossings / jgi=ll / mxt]'z is an exhibition created by Assia Weisberg and Zohar lancu. It is a multidisciplinary project
combining photography, fashion design, and theoretical and empirical research. At the core of the artistic endeavor
lies a conceptual link to Dr. lancu’s academic research on the migration of Jewish-Israelis to Europe, focusing on
southern Alentejo (“beyond the Tagus River”), the largest and least populated region in Portugal. The research
examines this contemporary phenomenon in light of sociological theories of migration, exile, and culture.

The exhibition was conceived during a joint artist residency of the two creators in Daotown, located in Portugal’s
Alentejo region, in September 2021. From 2021 to 2025, they expanded, developed, and documented the project in
Israel and Portugal.

A group of black-and-white photographs taken by Portuguese artist Jodo Ferro Martins reveals the wildness of
nature. Large, ancient cork trees with twisted trunks stand out in the visual composition. Muddy, fertile earth and
diverse vegetation. Pastoral landscapes of untamed nature with simple rural construction—wood, mud, solar panels,
glass, hay, and warm sun. Within this scenery, there are female figures who appear to be working together, or gazing
directly at the camera. Their actions explore shifting modes of activity within their environment. The women wear
identical work overalls marked with the white digits 441—the clothing ID number of Yanko's family used in the internal
system of the kibbutz laundry.

In the gallery, on a wooden cabinet and an iron hanging rack (borrowed from the Kabri laundry), three blue women's
work overalls are displayed. These were designed and developed by Weisberg, a fashion designer and textile artist
who immigrated to Israel from Moscow at age seven and studied at Bezalel. The first overall was patterned in Portugal
from local materials with the help of local seamstresses and weavers; development continued in Israel. These same
overalls were used by the models in the exhibited series of photographs, taken in March 2025 at Lazuz Farm in
southern Portugal. The farm was purchased by Israeli immigrants and it hosts workshops on natural building and
movement. All the models in the photographs are Israeli women currently living in Portugal.

The exhibition invites viewers on a journey through the wild wonderland of southern Portugal. It opens a dialogue on
the ancient and contemporary bidirectional movement between the lIsraeli-Levantine region and the Iberian
Peninsula. What is real? What is imagined? What eludes us? Which cultural patterns are preserved in the crossing, and
which are left behind? What is needed to create a sense of belonging amid the experience of foreignness, transience,
and wandering?

The exhibition encourages discussion around migration as a complex demographic, social, and cultural
phenomenon. It reveals the confusion and disorientation that accompany the act of crossing. It draws a parallel
between rural border areas in Israel and Portugal. Imaginary threads of memory extend to the figure of the pioneering
woman from the early days of Jewish settlement, with faith in the power of women and the importance and vitality
of that power in all places - and particularly in times of war. It takes courage to cross a river (see the image on the
invitation and the name of the exhibition); it takes courage to grow up and make choices. Transitions and changes
carry with them processes of rejection, acceptance, transformation, and preservation. In every journey, the sense of
home is a personal, private, and inner experience, ultimately found in the quiet pulse of the heart.

Tamar Hurvitz Livne

Dr. Zohar lancu is a native of Kibbutz Kabri, a cultural researcher and artist. She holds a PhD from the international
program in Cultural Studies at the Catholic University of Lisbon and a master's degree in Cultural Research,
Performance, and Creation from the same university. She earned her BA in Behavioral Sciences from the Academic
College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo. Her research explores cultural border phenomena that challenge foundational separations
in Israeli society, with an interest in alternative research methods that lie between academia and culture.

Assia Weisberg is an artist and textile designer. She holds a BA with honors from the Jewelry and Fashion
Department at Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design. She interned and worked at various fashion houses in Israel and
abroad, while also designing costumes for theater and dance and developing independent collections. She currently
works as a costume designer in film and television and develops independent projects positioned between fashion
and art. Over the years, she has received multiple awards, including a scholarship for MA studies in fashion at
Marangoni, Italy (2015), and first place in the design competition of the international sportswear brand ELSE (2022).

Stills Photography: Joao Ferro Martins

Models: Tati Halpern, Noy Yona, Adi Lev Shalom, Kesem Gar, Inuk Lusky, Sharon Shanan Raveh
The exhibition is supported by the Foundation for Independent Creators

Special thanks to Kabri Laundry and Lazuz—Movement and Nature Art Project, Portugal
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