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What is Called Building? Ziv Sher

The exhibition “What Does it Mean to Build?” by artist and photographer Ziv Sher, which is being
presented at the Kabri Cooperative Gallery in the fall of 2025, explores processes of building as
both a visual and conceptual space. Sher is a wandering photographer, always on the move,
documenting materials, structures, and tools through his lens, and giving them a dramatic and
metaphorical dimension. The building in his photographs reveals fragile and unfinished
moments that exist on the boundary between creation and destruction. The question of
home—both physical and conceptual-emerges from the images. The exhibition's title
converses with the book “What Is Called Thinking?” by the philosopher Martin Heidegger
(originally written in 1951 and translated into Hebrew in 2003), hinting that for Sher, building is
not only a physical process but also a lingering within a question, a search, and a journey.

For the past thirty years, Sher's photographic work has been accompanied by “thinking
journals"—personal booklets he creates, which combine printed photographs, drawings, words,
and documentation of his travels and experiences. Carefully designed, these journals serve as a
space for reflection, planning, and artistic continuity, even in times of ruin and loss. Through his
photographs and journals, Sher invites the audience not only to view the work but also to
participate in an ongoing process of searching, thinking, and inner building. In the inner gallery,
a series of photographs is displayed which uses the technique of archival ink printing. In the
outer gallery, thinking journals (sketchbooks) are exhibited. As part of the exhibition, a thinking
journal (catalog) by the artist is being published.

Ziv Sher was born in 1962 and lives in Atzmon. He holds a master’s degree in art and education.
He works in education and teaches photography. Since the mid-1990s, his works have been
exhibited in various locations in Israel and around the world.

Tamar Hurvitz Livne
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