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Migratory Schooling

Education in Wartime

Reli & Avner Avrahami | Michal Chelbin | llia Yefimovich | Rona Yefman

Nurit Yarden | Yaakov Israel | Ron Amir | Ronit Porat | Kiki Keren-Hoss

Three years after the events of October 7, and following its first presentation in August 2024, the exhibition
Migratory Schooling is continuing on its journey and will soon come to the Kabri Gallery. Presenting the
project in the heart of a region that was—and remains—part of the frontline and the evacuation zone gives
the exhibition’s journey renewed significance: as a living testimony and an educational and artistic document
of a pivotal moment.

The project, initiated by the Naggar School of Art and Society in Musrara, in collaboration with the Trump
Foundation for Excellence in Education, took shape during the first months of the war (December
2023-February 2024).Ten projects—by nine photographers and one sound artist—are intended to document,
through photography, video, text and sound, the alternative learning centers established for communities
evacuated from their homes in the South and North. Temporary spaces, from hotel lobbies and shelters to
conference halls and corridors, were transformed overnight into classrooms and into a human laboratory of
solidarity, compassion and forced normality amid ongoing trauma.

The artwork provides the communities with a voice and presents a portrait of transience and “unhomeliness”:
by means of both a direct and sensitive gaze at the children and teaching staff moving between geographical
spaces and an examination of the architecture of the repurposed spaces, in which traces of their original
functions remain.

Today, after the passage of time and given the decision to present it at Kabri, the exhibition once again
underscores the humanistic role of photography and art as tools of testimony, compassion and social
responsibility. Through this prism, the exhibition offers a space for renewed reflection: not only on the moment
of crisis that gave rise to it, but also on the upheavals undergone by the education system since then. The
temporary learning centers that sprang up and served—in real time—as a living laboratory highlighted the
need for pedagogical flexibility, emotional support and close community ties. Revisiting these works today
invites us to examine how the intervening years have affected the role of the teacher and our conception of the
classroom and to ask searching questions about the direction in which the education system is heading and
the values that will shape our children’s future.
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Most of the projects presented in the 2024 exhibition “Migratory Schooling- Education in Wartime” are shown
here in a condensed format, adapted to the gallery space and the current endeavor. The full texts that
accompanied the original exhibition are available in the gallery for visitors to peruse, as an invitation to delve
more deeply into the research, the stories of the communities and the dialogue that developed with them in
the field.

Participating communities:

Kiryat Shmona « Metula « Shlomi « Upper Galilee Regional Council - Kibbutz Dan, Kibbutz Dafna, Kibbutz Kfar
Giladi - Mateh Asher Regional Council: Arab al-Aramshe, Liman « Ma'ale Yosef Regional Council - Communities
in the Upper Galilee and Western Galilee « Sderot « Ashkelon « Eshkol Regional Council: Kibbutz Kissufim,
Kibbutz Magen, Kibbutz Yevul, Kibbutz Be'eri, Kibbutz Holit « Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Council: Kibbutz Kfar
Aza, Kibbutz Gevim, Kibbutz Or HaNer.

Photography sites:

Lake House Kinneret Hotel, Tiberias « GaviMizra, Kibbutz Mizra « Ramot School, Haifa « Kibbutz Shefayim « NYX
Hotel, Tel Aviv « Solarium, Dead Sea « Shibli Agricultural School, Umm al-Ghanam « Abraham Hostel, Tel Aviv «
Enjoy Hotel, Dead Sea « Mashiv HaRuach School, Bnei Akiva Ulpana, Tel Aviv « Schools in the Sea of Galilee area
« Hotel Yehuda, Jerusalem « Orient Hotel, Jerusalem « Kerem Institute, Jerusalem.

Thanks to the Trump Foundation for Education, the Spokespersons of the Ministry of Education, the directors
of the learning spaces and the teaching staff who generously enabled the artists to enter the various
communities and document the activities in the learning spaces. Thanks to the artists, to all the contact
persons and to the many students who cooperated, shared their stories, took photographs, and were
themselves photographed.

Project Team (2024): Curators: Avi Sabag Sharvit, Ayelet Hashahar Cohen
Assistant curator: Tali Romem

Musrara the Naggar School of Art and Society

Curators: Hagar Raban &Tali Romem
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